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PROGRESS OP MEDICAL SCIENCE 

In six and one-half hours after infection chains of hemolytic streDto- 
cocci can be seen. Clinical histories of 30 cases, with bacteriological 
examinations, are appended. ® 

Spontaneons Labor in Contracted Pelves.-LEisEwm (Archiv f. Gyn., 
1908, lxxxvi, Heft 1) contributes from the Dresden clinic an interesting 
paper comparing the results of spontaneous birth in contracted pelv<£ 
with those of various forms of pelvic delivery. He considers the pelvis 
as somewhat contracted m which the internal true conjugate is 10 cm. 
and the external from 18 to 18.5 cm. In 15,338 labors there were 6865 
contracted pcjves, 44.6 per cent. In some of these cases abortion or 
placenta pnevia, or an abnormally small child, made the contracted pelvis 
of no importance as a factor in delivery. Among primipnne 86.9 per 
cent, had spontaneous births; among multipane 81.1 per cent 
making a general average for multipart and primipnne of 84.1 per cent! 
of spontaneous births in contracted pelves. The percentage of labors 
remuring operation, in both multipane and pnmipane, was 18.8. 
When the morbidity and mortality of spontaneous and operative dc- 
livencs are contrasted, it is found that in spontaneous births there is 
a morbidity of 11.1 per cent, and a mortality of 0.3 per cent, in primi- 
operation, morbidity was 20.3 per cent, and mor¬ 
tality -.9 per cent. In multipart morbidity was 6.6 per cent., mortality 
0.3 per cent in spontaneous births; with operation, morbidity was 
13.5 per cent, mortality 1.4 per cent. In the case of the children the 
morbidity and mortality were greatly increased by necessity for opera¬ 
tion, thus, in spontaneous births mortality and morbidity was less than 
- per cent in multipane and in primiparte, while in operative cases it 
rose to from 21 to 22 per cent The highest mortality and morbidUy for 
m0 “f* and children were m the flat rachitic pelvis, then in the commonly 
contracted flat rachitic, then m the flat pelvis, and lowest in the sym¬ 
metrically contracted pelvis. So far as the choice of operation went 
perforation was performed in 9.7 per cent, in pnmipane, 22.6 per cent 
in multipane. Version and extraction gave a mortality of 23.5 per cent 
for the chddrcn, and a mortality of 1.1 per cent, for the mothers, with 
a morbidity of 6.4 per cent. This method of treatment, so long a 
favorite one in Continental clinics, is infinitely more dangerous for the 
children than other and more recent operations. In induced labor 
the maternal mortality was 1.1 per cent.,- mortality for the children 
-, In nailing attention to the low mortality of spontaneous 
births the statement is made that in clinics spontaneous births should 
not be despaired of for from twenty-four to thirty hours after the begin¬ 
ning of labor. In private practice the maternal mortality of perforation 
is a very lugh one, whose statistics are difficult to obtain. As regards 
hebostomy and Cesarean section, they are successful in proportion as 
patients are early seen and promptly transported to the hospital. In view 
of the frequency of spontaneous birth in contracted pelves, and its low 
mortality and morbidity, every effort should be made to bring it about, 
especially in cases which must be delivered in private houses. 

„ b . 0 ^ and ,Sf l7 „ Gett ?«- n P “ Puerperal Period.— Fromme 

Zmtrlbl. /. Gyn., 1909, No. 1) believes that cases of thrombosis after 
operation and labor are more the result of infection than of early get- 
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ting up. He^ cites the case of a primipara, who during labor had ten 
vaginal examinations, made with gloved hands by midwives, assistants, 
and students. The patient was allowed to get up for one hour the day 
following her confinement; fever developed, and the patient died ten days 
after labor, with symptoms of pulmonary embolism. At autopsy an 
embolus was found in the pulmonary vessel, with thrombosis of the left 
spermatic vein and the veins of the left parametrium. In these thrombi 
streptococci were found; cultures were negative. Fromme believes 
that early getting up after confinement may dislodge thrombi which 
otherwise would become sterile and do no harm. During the last six 
years in the Halle Clinic, in 6G00 cases of labor, no case of puerperal 
embolism has been observed. 

Hofmeier (ibid.) has examined the records of 10,000 puerperal 
women, finding 12 cases of thrombosis; 9 of these had severe compli¬ 
cated labors, followed by fever. In 3 cases the thrombosis was slight, 
and the puerperal period without fever. One of these was popliteal 
thrombosis, another epigastric; another developed in the varices in the 
lower portion of the thigh. Embolism did not occur, nor fatal result, 
in any of these cases of thrombosis. The conclusion is drawn that the 
method so long employed of giving patients rest in bed after labor, 
while it may not always prevent thrombosis, does, in the majority of 
cases, prevent embolism. 


Cesarean Section with Twins and Placenta Previa.— Jardine (Jour. 
Obst. and Gyn.Brit. Empire, December, 190S) reports the case of a prim¬ 
ipara with a generally contracted and flattened pelvis, on whom Cesa¬ 
rean section was successfully done in 1907. About two years afterward 
she was again admitted to the hospital with twin pregnancy, wit hin two 
weeks of full time. Upon vaginal examination the edge of the placenta 
could be felt, but the patient had lost no blood nor was bleeding present. 
In view of the pelvic contraction, the twin Pregnancy, and the situation 
of the placenta, she was delivered by Cesarean section. Incision was 
made in the line of the first, and the membranes, although ruptured 
previously, were tough and were tom through from above with some 
difficulty. The children weighed five and one-quarter pounds each, 
the placenta weighing one and one-quarter pounds. The operation 
proceeded without hemorrhage, mother and children making normal 
recoveries. The lochial discharge was a little more profuse thau normal 
for the first few hours after delivery. 


The Disinfection of the Hands with Acetone Alcohol.— Oeri (Ztschr. f. 
uco. u. Gyri.^ 1908, bdii. Heft 3) has experimented with von Herff’s 
method of disinfecting the hands with acetone alcohol in the clinic at 
Basle. It is thought that the combination of acetone enables the mixture 
to be used on all portions of the body, and attacks the fatty tissue and 
disinfects it more thoroughly than alcohol alone. The use of the nail 
brush may be omitted, which is a great advantage. The hands are 
more thoroughly sterilized and in a shorter space of time than by other 
methods. A. longer disinfection is obtained by this method. The use 
of soda solution for ten minutes increases the efficiency of the method 
somewhat. A prolonged operation without gloves does not especially 
increase the number of germs present. As the method is a simple one 
it is especially adapted'for the use of nurses and midwives. In the 



